Memory deficits in aging and neurological diseases.
Memory is central to our ability to perform daily life activities and correctly function in society. Improvements in public health and medical treatment for a variety of diseases have resulted in longer life spans; however, age-related memory impairments have been significant sources of morbidity. Loss in memory function is not only associated with aging population but is also a feature of neurodegenerative diseases such as Alzheimer's disease and other psychiatric and neurological disorders. Here, we focus on current understanding of the impact of normal aging on memory and what is known about its mechanisms, and further review pathological mechanisms behind the cause of dementia in Alzheimer's disease. Finally, we discuss schizophrenia and look into abnormalities in circuit function and neurotransmitter systems that contribute to memory impairment in this illness.